
In their EVERY YEAR A SELECT FEW AUSIRALIANS ARE
SINGLED OUT FOR RECOGNITION ]N THE
AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS LIST, IHIS IS THE
ONE TII\A E OF THE YEAR THAT THE WORK AND
DED]CATION OF MANY UNKNOWN' CITIZENS IS
APPLAUDED. WE HAVE ROUNDED UP FOUR OF
OUR LOCAL WINNERS'TO GET THEI\A TO SHARE
WITH US THEIR STORIES.

oo
Ohvyn Green, 82, was awarded an Ordcr of Austalia ,,for service to the
corffnunity recording and documenting mjlitatv history and to the wel-
fate of veterans and their families".

olwyn and her late husband, olar ie when he was
on l€ve in 1944, piciured wi$ anoths $dier

n tr Anrmlia Da\ Lhrs red.,s€d 82.I qs
\,,rawded r. OAM for mi contdbutron to
Autralid diliraiv histo4, I rebred froh
teaching in 1979. A few hondrs larer, I had a
bolt out of dt blue. Thirty years aftet my
husbmd had died in the Korean Wd, r meho-
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rlal a:s being bunr jn Li$nore to honour 1is
dilit6'sedce. He had be a Comandiig
Officer in the dree branches of the hilit ry.

I had n$rr really come to rerhs $drh his
death. When I Lerned of rhe meooti.l I
L\olght jt $.s tine I learoed xbout fiis out-
stmdlng soldier vho had been hr husband
for ornv se\rn years. I knew him o.ll as rhe
tall dtuh handsohe n@ I had mdied and
borne a cbild to l'lis presence has ne\rr Left
tne. Chdne Grd - Lt Col Chftles cren
DSq Sihd Std (L]SA) had died as€d 10,
bact it vd commmding mother battalion io
Kofta. Aged 16 he jolned fie Ci\IF; he spent
six rctus on actiE sdice in \Vorld \1.r IL
li/hen Sat er eoded he Ms st orry 25 and
he ms commdding d AIF BatiaLion in the
\X,i ak cmpalgn in Nw Guhea ln 19s0,
for his e\?erie(e dd his reputation, he $as
selected as the CoImanding Ofticer of the
first Aust lid Battalion to the Koran Wd.

ft ws that Ijsmore memorl,l that chdged
hI lfe. The realisation cahe to me s,ith x
shock" Thnry ye,Js after he has .tied, sohe-
one tbinls sufficlend,v of hin to huild a
ndorial in his honod." I decided it wes
trme I djscorrd Chailie the soldie4 dd I
soon ledned hos gleat a soldier he wi

^fttr yeds of rsedch, laying bre his past
and shedding mary ters, I had mr mdnoir
biogiaphl' of hin f'ublished. It is called Tla
NMlr StiI Chdlie rndtt co\Ers his short Iife,
spent xlrost entlre\. id the nilitdy.

chdlie had died on\ sa weeh after he
took his Battalion, 3 Rn& inro action in
Korea. So for the published book t had ornv
paltial]y researched the Korean Wai Bur I
did ledn that fe\- Austr,lials are a$rre of dt
gleat reputatlon od rcndelFrl dEgds mhed
n Kora. Though e smal force ln fie UN
dhy, thev could stind oul In rhat blood)'
wr, knoM as The Forgotren \!tu,339 of

then dled. So siqnificdr Ms &e slouch har
o.nv a couple of da). aso from a US Korean
Wat Vcterm I got x plea for
sLouch har. I fek Aust-alans needed to know
the digge6' stories. That is how I becane
englgcd n colectin& docmentns and ffit-
ing, ptticultl! about d1e Korm \iai. I
otgdikd the mereti..l hro a conection dlat is
in the Ausl-alian lnu Nleoorial I have
become a hiltan' historl junkt \ilut has
captued my lntense htresr rs rhe erlenence
of $6. It ls dlflclnr for the sbitur to doc,
ument lt. h ]<ora rhe bittel cold vas enemy
enough, let alone d1e diill brush \uth deeth.
Vhat erglged me host was rhat despue fie
horo4 th€ir experience is rmembeted as tich
ln a wr drat only thev car liih mderst2nd or
coN'eli the .sard I recei€d on Anstnlia
Day is, I hope a tiibute to thell storles. That js
the souce of mv satisfaction.

Norma Geribo, was a\'larded an

Order of Australia "for scrvice to

the community of Canada Bay

and to woments soccet".

An hy life I halt enjoied orgNg
Teching $as hy chosen cmtr dd I ldrd
ercry dar of it. As a kid I hamred mI borher
,nd hls fdends joining in ey gane going be it
aicke! footb,I, toFs o! mtubles. At hrsh school
I plryed ne$alL;n b\e school ttu and ]@t on
to play comperbon temis after I left school md
hdeed until I stdted coaching sccd

vhen hr fi\E ler old son joined Five Dock
RSL Soccd Club coaches rcle n shoft supplr
tr{y husband had volmteeled ro be d a$istanr
managd lnowjrg nothins abour rhe game, so
ft st Jted ftom sdtch. \Ve bought a $le
book md a idior coaching mmual .nd 1


